
TOWARDS A JUST GREEN TRANSITION
INDUSTRIAL EMISSIONS DIRECTIVE FOR A GREENER INDUSTRY IN THE EU 

The Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) is the European Union’s main instrument for preventing and reducing 
pollution from large industrial installations and intensive livestock farms. After more than a decade of 
implementation, developments in environmental policy and the European Union’s evolving priorities in the areas 
of the circular economy, energy efficiency and decarbonisation have highlighted the need to further strengthen 
the Directive.

In 2024, the European Union adopted the revised Industrial Emissions Directive (IED 2.0), laying the foundations 
for the further transformation of industry. The new regulatory framework not only extends the scope of 
the legislation to additional industrial activities, but also strengthens citizens’ rights, introduces stricter 
requirements for resource efficiency, promotes innovation and establishes clear mechanisms to accelerate the 
transition towards climate-neutral industry in the coming decades.
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The European Union has been strengthening its approach 
to industrial pollution control for decades, first through the 
IPPC Directive in 1996 and subsequently through the IED in 
2010. Their implementation has significantly reduced emis-
sions of key pollutants from industry.

However, experience with the IED has highlighted the need 
for further improvements, particularly to ensure the more 
consistent application of Best Available Techniques (BAT), 
more efficient use of energy, water and raw materials, 
reduced waste and pollutant emissions, and a greater con-
tribution to climate neutrality. 

IED 2.0 addresses two key challenges. The first is the incon-
sistent application of BAT conclusions when issuing inte-
grated permits, leading to stricter rules for setting emis-
sion limit values, with the aim of bringing them as close as 
possible to the best performance achievable by the instal-
lation. The second is that existing integrated permits have 

not sufficiently addressed resource efficiency, the circular 
economy and decarbonisation. The revised Directive there-
fore introduces new requirements in these areas, signifi-
cantly broadening the traditional approach to industrial 
pollution control. 

GREEN TRANSITION
Implementing Industrial Emissions Directive in Serbia 

CHANGES INTRODUCED BY THE REVISED
INDUSTRIAL EMISSIONS DIRECTIVE (IED 2.0)

NEW EU LEGAL FRAMEWORK: 

iedserbia.org



Applies to:
37,000 industrial installations
38,500 pig & poultry farms

without new sectors

Overview of key changes in IED 2.0

EXPANDED SCOPE
• Inclusion of new activities – e.g. 

battery gigafactories and 
metal mining

• BAT conclusions for landfills
• Expanded farm coverage (75% of 

livestock units)
• Phased introduction of new 

requirements for farms

MORE EFFECTIVE PERMITTING 
AND ENFORCEMENT 
• Suspension of operations in 

cases of persistent 
non-compliance

• Stricter penalties for serious 
violations

• Stricter ELVs based on BAT-AELs
• Clearer criteria for derogations
• Transformation plans

CITIZENS’ RIGHTS AND 
HEALTH PROTECTION
• Better access to information, public 

participation and justice
• Industrial Emissions Portal (IEP)
• Right to seek compensation for 

damage to health caused by illegal 
pollution

RESOURCE EFFICIENCY, 
DECARBONISATION AND CRCULAR 
ECONOMY
• More e�icient use of resources and 

circular economy
• Mandatory Environmental Management 

Systems (EMS)
• Decarbonisation and pollution 

reduction 

INNOVATION AND INDUSTRIAL 
TRANSFORMATION
• Establishment of INCITE
• Support for the uptake of innovative 

techniques and industrial 
transformation

• Flexible conditions for industrial 
frontrunners 
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Transparency is one of the key principles of the revised 
IED. Through the Industrial Emissions Portal (IEP), the 
public will have access to enhanced information on 
installations, pollutant emissions and other relevant 
environmental information.

The IED 2.0 promotes the transformation of indus-
try towards climate-neutral and sustainable produc-
tion. Operators will be required to develop transforma-
tion plans aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
improving energy and resource efficiency, and enhancing 
environmental performance. The Innovation Centre for 

Industrial Transformation and Emissions (INCITE) will pro-
vide additional support for the development, exchange 
and uptake of innovative techniques in industry.

The revised IED strengthens environmental inspection 
and provides for more effective measures in cases of 
non-compliance, including the possibility of suspending 
the operation of installations and imposing higher fines. 
At the same time, the scope of the Directive is extended 
to new industrial activities and additional intensive 
farming activities.


